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In life there are obstacles that we have to overcome that
will hinder our spiritual development and leadership.

1. THE FIRST OF SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP:

TO THE SPIRIT

Nehemiah 6:1 - 9 - 1 WHEN WORD CAME TO SANBALLAT, ToBIAH, GESHEM THE ARAB AND THE REST OF OUR
ENEMIES THAT | HAD REBUILT THE WALL AND NOT A GAP WAS LEFT IN IT—THOUGH UP TO THAT TIME | HAD NOT SET
THE DOORS IN THE GATES— 2 SANBALLAT AND GESHEM SENT ME THIS MESSAGE: “COME, LET US MEET TOGETHER IN
ONE OF THE VILLAGES ON THE PLAIN OF ONO."” BUT THEY WERE SCHEMING TO HARM ME; 3 SO | SENT MESSENGERS
TO THEM WITH THIS REPLY: “| AM CARRYING ON A GREAT PROJECT AND CANNOT GO DOWN. WHY SHOULD THE WORK
STOP WHILE | LEAVE IT AND GO DOWN TO YOU?" 4 FOUR TIMES THEY SENT ME THE SAME MESSAGE, AND EACH TIME |
GAVE THEM THE SAME ANSWER. 5 THEN, THE FIFTH TIME, SANBALLAT SENT HIS AIDE TO ME WITH THE SAME MESSAGE,
AND IN HIS HAND WAS AN UNSEALED LETTER 6 IN WHICH WAS WRITTEN: "|T IS REPORTED AMONG THE NATIONS—AND
GESHEM SAYS IT IS TRUE—THAT YOU AND THE JEWS ARE PLOTTING TO REVOLT, AND THEREFORE YOU ARE BUILDING
THE WALL. MOREOVER, ACCORDING TO THESE REPORTS YOU ARE ABOUT TO BECOME THEIR KING 7 AND HAVE EVEN
APPOINTED PROPHETS TO MAKE THIS PROCLAMATION ABOUT YOU IN JERUSALEM: "THERE IS A KING IN JupaH!” Now
THIS REPORT WILL GET BACK TO THE KING; SO COME, LET US MEET TOGETHER.” 8 | SENT HIM THIS REPLY: “NOTH-
ING LIKE WHAT YOU ARE SAYING IS HAPPENING; YOU ARE JUST MAKING IT UP OUT OF YOUR HEAD."” 9 THEY WERE

ALL TRYING TO FRIGHTEN US, THINKING, “THEIR HANDS WILL GET TOO WEAK FOR THE WORK, AND IT WILL NOT BE
COMPLETED. "

2. THE FIRST OF SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP:

OURSELVES

Nehemiah 6:10 - 14 - 10 ONE DAY | WENT TO THE HOUSE OF SHEMAIAH SON OF DELAIAH, THE SON OF MEHE-
TABEL, WHO WAS SHUT IN AT HIS HOME. HE SAID, “LET US MEET IN THE HOUSE OF GOD, INSIDE THE TEMPLE, AND LET
US CLOSE THE TEMPLE DOORS, BECAUSE MEN ARE COMING TO KILL YOU—BY NIGHT THEY ARE COMING TO KILL YOU."
11 But | sAID, “SHOULD A MAN LIKE ME RUN AWAY? OR SHOULD SOMEONE LIKE ME GO INTO THE TEMPLE TO SAVE
His LIFE? | wiLL NOT Go!” 12 | REALIZED THAT GOD HAD NOT SENT HIM, BUT THAT HE HAD PROPHESIED AGAINST

ME BECAUSE TOBIAH AND SANBALLAT HAD HIRED HIM. 13 HE HAD BEEN HIRED TO INTIMIDATE ME SO THAT | wouLD
COMMIT A SIN BY DOING THIS, AND THEN THEY WOULD GIVE ME A BAD NAME TO DISCREDIT ME. 14 REMEMBER To-
BIAH AND SANBALLAT, MY GOD, BECAUSE OF WHAT THEY HAVE DONE; REMEMBER ALSO THE PROPHET NOADIAH AND
HOW SHE AND THE REST OF THE PROPHETS HAVE BEEN TRYING TO INTIMIDATE ME.
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